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Do thase phatographs convince ]au?

Be hanest with yourselg, Valenting.
We don’t need to wait 2 ull year.

Jour ate is your fate.



Troe love simply isn’t or yeu.

bive me your heart.






T'D ANTICIPATE IT THE WAY OTHER KIDS WOULD ANTICIPATE CHRISTMAS.

GREAT PRACTICE,
GIRLS! SEE YOU
NEXT WEEK!

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT’S ONLY FIVE DAYS AWAY?

WHAT’S ONLY FIVE DAYS AWAY? VALENTINE’S DAY!

YOU'RE KINDA
WEIRD, AREN'T
you? ONLY ABOUT
VALENTINE’S DAY!



DO YOU HAVE
YOUR KEYS?

YEP! THANKS FOR
THE RIDE, MRS. LEE!

WHAT’D I TELL YOU ABOUT DRAWING
ON YOUR BALLET SLIPPERS?!

MA, I'M MAKING THEM
LOOK LESS STuPID!

EVERY YEAR, I'D FIND A CARD IN
OUR MAILBOX A FEW DAYS BEFORE.

THAT’S WHEN I KNEW.

BYE, BERNICE! OOH,
THAT LOOKS NEAT!

RIGHT?

BERNICE!

DO YOU LIKE IT?



MY BEST FRIEND HAD ARRIVED.

MY DAD CALLED SAINT V
MY IMAGINARY BEST
FRIEND, BUT WHATEVER.

IMISSED you!

NOT AS MUCH AS
IMISSED you!

IT’S YOUR PRETTIEST VALENTINE YET, SAINT V!

ILOVEIT, SAINT V!

YAY!

ABEST FRIEND IS ABEST FRIEND.

YOU THINK SO?



READY TO GET
TO WORK?

IWAS BORN
READY!

GLUE?

ONIT!



ONE DOWN, TWENTY- I'M GONNA PUT ON SOME MUSIC!
TWO MORE TO 60! yay!

OH YEAH!

WE SPENT HOURS MAKING
THOSE LITTLE PAPER CARDS.

AND ALL IFELT WAS JOY.



SWEETIE?
YOU IN THERE?

BROUGHT YOU HOME
SOMETHING FROM WORK.

CURLY FRIES!

MAYBE...

WELL, TELL HIM
I SAID HI.

DAD’S HOME!

QUICK, SAINT V, HIDE!

OKAY IF I EAT IT IN MY ROOM?
THANKS, DAD. T'M WORKING ON SOME
SUPER-SECRET STUFF.

HA HA. SURE. IS HE IN

THERE WITH YOU?
MY DAD HE DOESN'T, BUT HE
STILL SAYS HI.
SAYSHI 1 THOUGHT HE DIDN'T y

BELIEVE IN ME.
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ON THE BIG DAY, I WOULD GET
TO SCHOOL EXTRA EARLY.

THAT WAY, THAD TIME TO WHISPER A
BLESSING OVER EACH CARD AS I PLACED
THEM INTO MY CLASSMATES' CUBBIES.

YOU ARE STRONGER
THAN YOU THINK, LUPE!

IBELIEVE IN
you, TIMMy! YOUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT,
GWEN! SO VERY BRIGHT!

LOOK! YOU MADE RYAN
THOMPSON TEAR UP!
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THEN AFTER SCHOOL, SAINT V
AND I WOULD DELIVER THE MOST

IMPORTANT VALENTINE OF ALL ...

HE’S HOME!

QUICK, HIDE!
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... THE VALENTINE FROM HEAVEN.



HEY, DAD! WHATCHA

GOT THERE?
COME HERE.
EVEN THOUGH YOUR
MOTHER’S GONE ...
... SHE STILL LOVES
YOU VERY MUCH.
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MY MOTHER DIED WHEN I WAS YOUNG, SO YOUNG THAT I DON'T REMEMBER
HER AT ALL. AND I NEVER KNEW HOW SHE DIED BECAUSE MY DAD NEVER
TALKED ABOUT IT. IT MUST BE TOO PAINFUL FOR HIM, I THOUGHT.

THEIRS MUST HAVE BEEN AN
EPIC LOVE STORY, BECAUSE HE
NEVER DATED ANYONE AGAIN. ..

WHICH 1S WHY SAINT V AND T USED OUR
VALENTINES TO BRING HER WORDS
FROM HEAVEN DOWN TO EARTH.

ARE THERE DAYS
HOW ABOUT, “I MISS IN HEAVEN?
YOU EVERY DAY!” SHOULDN'T YOU
KNOW? YOU'RE
AN ANGEL.

CUPID, NOT ANGEL.
COMMON MISTAKE.



OUR VALENTINES MADE MY PARENTS’ LOVE STORY SO EPIC, IT TRANSCENDED DEATH,

FINISHED!

WHICH IS WHY T USED TO THINK THE NAME THEY GAVE ME WAS SO FITTING.

WHAT DO you
THINK?
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IT’S PERFECT,
VALENTINA!






VALENTINE’S DAY
FRESHMAN YEAR



SURE, IT WAS A LITTLE WEIRD, BUT I KEPT My
SO WHAT? NO! WELL ...IGUESS IDON'T
YOU'RETOOOLD  CARE IF YOU'RE REAL OR NOT.

TRADITION WITH SAINT V INTO MY FRESHMAN YEAR.
TOBELIEVET'M ILIKE YOU REGARDLESS. SO
DON’T TAKE IT PERSONALLY

REAL ANYMORE?
IF I IGNORE YOU WHILE SHE’S
HERE, OKAY?

IT'S JUST...
I'M FOURTEEN NOW.
BERNICE!
SHE’S HERE! yAY. HEY, VAL! WHERE’S YOUR OVEN?
1 BROUGHT BROWNIE
TINS AND THIS COOL 0OOH! WHAT I'VE GOT PLANNED PMSTILL
IS WAY MORE FUN THAN BAKING. JOUR BEST
FRIEND,

RECIPE I FOUND ONLINE...
RIGHT?



LOOK, I LIKE ARTS AND CRAFTS
AS MUCH AS ANYBODY ...

T'M DONE.

...BUT WHY ARE BY FUN, DO you
WE DOING THIS BECAUSE IT'S ALMOST  mgaN CORNY?

VALENTINE’S DAY! AND
BECAUSE IT’S FUN!

LOOK INTO HER EYES, VAL! THAT
TEENAGE CYNICISM HAS SET IN!
DON'T LET IT HAPPEN TO You!

BERNICE AND I BECAME BETTER FRIENDS AFTER BOTH OF US QUIT BALLET.

MIND IF THELP YOU WITH IT?

UM...GOOD EFFORT?

YOU KEPT YOUR BALLET SHOES?

YEAH, I KINDA MISS
IT.DON'T YOU?

BERNICE QUIT BECAUSE...

KNOCK YOURSELF OUT.

1QUIT BECAUSE MY DAD SAID WITH MY BRACES
AND EVERYTHING, WE NEEDED TO SAVE MONEY.

... WELL, SHE JUST QUIT. YOU SHOULD LET
ME DRAW ON
NOPE. ONE LESS THESE. THEY
WAY FOR ME TO COULD LOOK cooL.
DISAPPOINT My MOM.
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BERNICE, LOOK! WHAT DO YOU THINK?

YOU DIDN'T GIVE ME VAL, THAT’S SO CORNY COME ON, LET’S DO
ALOT TO WORK 1 THINK IT MIGHT BE ANOTHER ONE!
WITH, YOU KNOW. DIRTY! HA HA!

HOW IS THIS DIRTY?

HA HA HA!

OKAY! I'M GONNA PUT
ON SOME MuSIC!



?
MARKING VALENTINES IS ONE THING. BUT THIS? THIS IS, LIKE, "M NOT GIVING ONE TO

NEXT"-E‘fE'- EVERYBODY IN THE SCHOOL!
CORNy: JUST OUR HOMEROOM!
IN CASE YOU DIDN'T NOTICE, WE'RE IN HIGH
SCHOOL. LITERALLY NOBODY DOES THIS ANYMORE!
OM, SO LOVE SUDDENLY STOPS
XISTING IN HIGH SCHOOL?!
EXIS S THAT'S WHAT I'VE BEEN

TRYING TO TELL You!

DON'T LISTEN TO HER,
VAL! BE STRONG! BE yOU!

COME ON! HELP ME PASS THESE OUT
BEFORE EVERYBODY ELSE GETS HERE!

2SIGH

mn
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YOU’RE GONNA DO GREAT AT YOUR
GAME THIS WEEKEND, TAYLOR!

YOU ARE NOT DEFINED BY YOUR
ORTHODONTICS, ADRIAN!

YOU'LL ACE THAT
GEOMETRY TEST, EMMA!

WAIT. ARE YOU SAYING LITTLE
PRAYERS OVER YOUR CARDS?

MORE LIKE...
BLESSINGS.
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YOU ARE SUCH
A CORNBALL!



UNFORTUNATELY, IT DIDN'T GO THE WAY I'D HOPED. I THOUGHT VALENTINETH WERE THUPPOTHED
TO COME WITH CANDY OR GUM OR THOMETHING.
HUH. IS THIS A PRANK?

AREN'T WE ALL ALITTLE OLD

, THEY'RE FROM VALENTINA.
FORTHIS, MR. SCHAFFER?  HEY RENOT

FROM ME.

WE SHOULD'VE STUCK
TO BROWNIES ...

SHE DOESN’T KNOW WHAT SHE’S TALKING
ABOUT, VAL. LOOK! THAT BOY OVER THERE!
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SAINT V AND I WEREN'T THE ONLY ONES WHO NOTICED.
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WHAT'S WRONG? ~ YOU SURE YOU DON'T WHAT? NO! 1 GOT THE

SAINT V— WANT BERNICE TO IDEA FROM YOU, SILLY!
HELP YOU MAKE THE ’ ’
VALENTINE FROM
HEAVEN?
WHEN I GOT MY VERY FIRST VALENTINE ...I SAW YOUR WINGS
FROM YOU WAY BACK IN KINDERGARTEN... AND YOUR SMILE, AND IT OF My
REMINDED ME OF HEAVEN. MOM.
I CAN’T IMAGINE MAKING THE COME ON, WE GOTTA HURRY! DAD’S
MOST IMPORTANT VALENTINE OF AW! YOU MEAN GONNA BE HOME ANY MINUTE!

ALL WITH ANYONE ELSE, SAINT V! IT, VALENTINA?
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UNFORTUNATELY, THIS DIDN'T GO THE WAY I'D HOPED, EITHER.

DAD...?
VAL.

HOW WAS SCHOOL?
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AREN’T YOU GONNA
READ THE CARD?

WHAT...

1G0T MY ANSWER ON SUNDAY MORNING.

(et
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YOU'RE TOO OLD TO
STILL BE DOING THIS.

PLEASE STOP.

WHAT IS EVEN HAPPENING
RIGHT NOW?



VALENTINA!

OH, YOU GROW S0 BIG!

GRANDMA?!
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BUT WHY YOU HAVE SO MANY GOD GIVE EACH PERSON A CROSS TO CARRY, I GUESS.
FRECKLES? YOU IN THE SUN
TOO MUCH! TST. GRANDMA, WHAT ARE
YOU DOING HERE? DAD
SAID YOU DIDN’T WANT
TO SEE US ANYMORE!

GRANDMA MISSES YOU! SO MUCH! EVERY DAY! NINE YEARS! IT’S TOO LONG

BUT I CAN’T COME SEE YOU. BECAUSE YOUR TO NOT SEE YOU. YOUR YESTERDAY, HE
DADDY WON'T SAY SORRY TO ME! DADDY’S SO STUBBORN!  F|NALLY CALLS TO SAY
SORRY. S0 GRANDMA
IS HERE NOW!
YOUR DADDY LET YOU WEAR WHERE HE NOW?

SHOES INSIDE HOUSE? TST.

STILL SLEEPING, ITHINK? A“'\ COME S

RY
1) TO MOMMY:
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MA...?! WHAT ARE GO CHANGE CLOTHES.  MA! THAT WAS JUST A

YOU DOING HERE?! WE’RE GOING TO CALL, NOT AN APOLOGY!
CHURCH. YOU GO TO AND I'M NOT GOING
CONFESSION AND SAY TO CHURCH!
SORRY TO GOD FOR
WHAT Yyou DID.
YOU CALLED
YESTERDAY. SAID
YOU'RE SORRY.

SO I COME TODAY!

TAI SAO CON CHUA cuoc SONG CUA GIA PINH CON KHONG CO
BIET AN NAN VAy? CON HON PON! ME BIET TAI SAO DA BAO LAV
HAy NHIN LAl cudc v QUA CON KHONG GOI CHO ME KHONG?

uon PON CUA CON VA DAY LA LY DO CHINH XAC TAI SAO!

CUA CON GAI CON!

TST. I TAKE YOU INSTEAD.

WH-WHAT?!
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I1LOOK FOR YOU ON THE FACEBOOK
SOMETIMES, VALENTINA. WHY YOU

NOT ON THE FACEBOOK?
NOBODY MY AGE REALLY
USES FACEBOOK.
THEN YOU PUT YOUR PHONE NUMBER
INTO MY PHONE NOW, SO I CALL YoU
SINCE YOU NOT ON THE FACEBOOK.
GRANDMA. .. HOW COME WE ) ' 1 SAY TO YOUR DADDY WHAT HE DOING
HAVEN'T HEARD FROM YOU IT'S NOT ME! IS WRONG, BUT HE WON'T LISTEN!
IT’S YOUR
FOR SO LONG? DADDY'S
FAULT! SO WAIT, WHAT WAS HE DOING WRO—
STUBBORN!

HE EVEN SAY TO ME, “BUTT OUT!” CAN
YOU BELIEVE?! WHAT KIND OF SON SAY
“BUTT” TO HIS MOTHER?! TST.
WE'RE HERE!

GRANDMA—
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EVERYTHING ABOUT THE PLACE FELT FAMILIAR.

THE SMELL OF THE CANDLES, THE LIGHT
THROUGH THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS,
THE NEON AROUND THE ALTAR.

ALL OF IT.

GRANDMA ... HAVE I BEEN HERE BEFORE?

you, ME, AND YOUR DADDY
COME EVERY WEEK WHEN
yOU A BABY!
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WHOA.

THAT’S WHAT SAINT VALENTINE
1S SUPPOSED TO LOOK LIKE?

I KNOW THE CARD YOU GOT IN KINDERGARTEN
HAD THIS FACE ON IT. I MEAN, A BUNCH OF
VALENTINE'S DAY CARDS DO, BUT ...

I'M AFRAID SO. SAINT V!

VALENTINA! COME PREPARE YOUR HEART FOR MASS!
...I'M SORRY, VAL.
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LOOK!

GRANDMA, YOU STILL HAVEN'T TOLD
ME. WHAT DID MY DAD DO WRONG?

VALENTINA ... HE LIE!
EVEN WORSE, HE MAKE ME
PROMISE TO LIE, TOO!

WHAT DID HE LIE ABOUT?

3SIGHE - SoRRY FROM YOUR DADDY

STILL COUNT, RIGHT? SORRY
MEAN IT'S OKAY FOR ME
TO SAY THE TRUTH.
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NUNS SO HAPPY.
MARRIED TO GOD.
GOOD LIFE.

SOILIE FOR A LONG TIME, UNTILICAN'T
ANYMORE! WE HAVE BIG FIGHT! YELLING!
YELLING!

YOUR DADDY SAY THINGS A SON SHOULD
NEVER, EVER SAY TO HIS MOTHER!

VALENTINA...YOUR DADDY CALL
GRANDMA YESTERDAY BECAUSE HE SO
SAD. NEED TO TALK TO SOMEBODY.

YOU SEE...



IT WAS ON THE FACEBOOK. YOUR MOMMY ...
GOT ENGAGED TO ANOTHER MAN.

ON VALENTINE’S DAY. USED TO BE YOUR MOMMY
AND DADDY’S SPECIAL DAY. YOUR DADDY SO SAD.

WAIT.

WHAT?

YOUR MOMMY DIDN’T DIE, VALENTINA.

SHE LEFT.
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